
Summer Program A Success

AIM HIGHLIGHTS

Check out our 
new logo!
It’s vibrant. It’s fresh. It’s the 
new look of Aim High. 

Thanks to the creative 
generosity of Aim High’s 
Board Vice President, David 
Molho, and Red Mountain 
Advertising, Aim High will be 
rolling out a new look that 
reflects our continued growth 
and excellence. In the coming 
months, be on the lookout 
for an updated website, 
print materials and electronic 
communications that 
compliment the new brand 
standard for Aim High—
our values: initiative, self-
confidence, determination, 
and character are already 
part of everything we do and 
now they’ll be apparent in our 
communications as well! 

The staff and board of Aim 
High send a huge thank you 
to David and our friends at 
Red Mountain Advertising for 
giving us a new look to help 
us demonstrate what Aim 
High is all about. 

T
his year’s cohort of rising 5th grad-
ers are poised to complete their Aim 
High experience, which began in May 
with family orientation sessions at 
each campus. At these sessions, stu-
dents and their families were intro-

duced to Aim High faculty and staff, learned 
what the summer session would look like and 
met some of their fellow students.

Aim High’s summer program began on 
June 12 with student assessments and a bar-
beque picnic at John Burroughs School (JBS). 
At this event, students from both Saint Louis 
Priory School and JBS came together for lunch 
and an opening assembly. They were joined by 
Board President Pat Esserman and recently 
retired Executive Director, Beth Louis.

For the remaining five weeks of Aim High’s 
summer program, the students arrived at 
each campus by bus at 8:15 a.m. and left at 
2:45 p.m. Each day opened with an assembly 
focusing on problem solving, group dynamics 
and character building. Students devoted the 

rest of the morning to academic subjects, 
followed by swimming or sports and a hot 
lunch. From 1:15 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. they 
participated in a wide range of interesting 
and challenging electives such as: jour-
nalism, arts, dance, drama, ceramics, CSI 
forensics, golf, yearbook, and Spanish. 

The Aim High curriculum is designed 
to strengthen specific skill sets in the core 
courses of English, social studies, math 
and science, and to enrich students’ under-
standing of the world through performing 
arts, athletics and interpersonal devel-
opment. The program promotes positive 
interpersonal relationships, self-esteem, 
self-confidence and group cooperation.

Special assemblies and field trips were 
scheduled periodically throughout the 
summer, including a performing arts 
assembly, career/college fair, field day and 
talent show. Summer program ran through 
July 17, when rising 9th graders graduated 
from Aim High.

Summer 2009

Students and 
TAs from this 
summer’s 
program at 
lunch.
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Steve Smith poses on 
one of his motorcycles 
at Luminosity ¹
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Board of Directors

Pat Esserman, President
David Molho, Vice President

Mark Winker, Treasurer
Cindy Bottini, Secretary

Andrew Abbott 
Barry Albrecht 

Garry Beals 
Nya Kwai Boayue 

Mary Bower
Stella Erondu

Jay Feuerbacher
Linda Finerty

Mary Kaye Fort
Rt. Rev. Thomas Frerking

Suzanne Johnson
Ruth Mach

Jeanne Maritz
Cindy Teasdale McGowan

Very Rev. Gregory Mohrman
Mary Moog

Terry Mulligan
James Murphy, Jr.

Susan Murray
Todd Nissenholtz 

John Pitcher
Thomas Ruwitch 
Eric Tremayne 

Aim High STAFF

Julie Angelica
Executive Director 

David Hill
Operations Director

Karin McElwain-West
Development Director 

Daniel Harris
Site Director  

John Burroughs School (JBS) Campus

John Merritt
Site Director 

Saint Louis Priory School Campus

Kevin McKone
Assistant Site Director, JBS Campus

Mylin Johnson
Assistant Site Director, Priory Campus

Chris Hefner
Administrative Assistant, JBS Campus

Carrie Riefle
Administrative Assistant, Priory Campus

On the first day of the 
summer program this year 
our board president stood 

in front of a 5-foot, 800-degree grill 
turning out 400+ hotdogs and burgers 
for the hungry throng of staff, faculty, 
volunteers and students. Also that day, 
roughly 70 teaching assistants (TAs) 
served the kids meals, traded hugs, 
proctored assessments, and made sure 
the kids had a great day. On the second 
day of program, one of our site direc-
tors visited a student at her home to 
discuss some challenges in program; and 
a teacher made a house call to discuss a 
behavior issue with a participant and her 
mother. On the third day I learned about 
a 9th grader who takes 4 metro buses in 
order to get to her pick-up location for 
another hour-long bus ride to Aim High. 

These moments are exactly what make 
Aim High so vibrant and effective. They 
are what keep kids coming back year after 
year and what keep our phones ringing 
with parents and schools asking how their 
students can be part of it. It is all about 
the people, all about the relationships. 
This is the legacy of Beth Louis and the 

founders of Aim High. It is visible every 
day and at every level of the organization, 
from the board to the students.

I feel truly fortunate to be the inheri-
tor of such a powerful legacy and feel 
humbled by the opportunity to share 
in and help build on the very tangible 
“magic” I’ve seen each day. 

My work is clear: with the assistance 
of supporters like Social Venture Partners 
and Collaborative Strategies, we will begin 
a new leg of this journey with the creation 
and execution of a 3-year strategic plan. 
Key initiatives will include strengthening 
our administrative infrastructure; secur-
ing our fiscal welfare; ensuring that our 
web of friends, supporters and leaders 
is diverse, prepared, and readily replen-
ished. We’ll grow and strengthen our core 
community partners to add service and 
resource options for our students; and 
finally, we’ll work towards expanding our 
services to meet the growing demand for 
Aim High.

You, too, are part of this magic and 
we are grateful for your historic support 
and excited about the ways you’ll become 
impassioned to give in the months and 
years ahead. Join us as we take Aim High 
to even greater heights, helping young 
people maximize their initiative, self-
confidence, determination, and character. 

Executive Director’s Corner

AIM HIGH ST. LOUIS 
755 S. Price Road

St. Louis, MO 63124

Phone: 314.432.9500
Fax: 314.432.9505

info@aimhighstl.org

www.aimhighstl.org

Mission Statement: Aim High St. Louis empowers motivated 
middle school students from high risk environments to strengthen their 

character, self-confidence, determination, and initiative through a challenging, 
engaging academic and personal enrichment program.

Julie Angelica
Executive Director
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NEW!

For the second year, Aim High welcomed 
old and new friends during several open 
houses this summer. Our guests last year 
enjoyed coffee and information one day 
during the summer at each location. We 
received such a positive response that this 
year, we decided to make every Friday an 
open house at Aim High! 

Visitors were invited to see the Aim 
High achievers in action at both the John 
Burroughs campus and the Saint Louis 
Priory campuses. Senior TAs lead each 
guest on a campus tour, describing the 
typical day at Aim High and letting them 

see the power of our program and chil-
dren in action.  Executive director, Julie 
Angelica, development director, Karin 
McElwain-West, and board president, Pat 
Esserman, were on hand to ensure that 
our guests understood the full scope of 
Aim High, from our history to our goal 
driven visions for the future.

Stay tuned for more information 
about open house opportunities on Sat-
urdays during the school year! To learn 
more about our open houses email us at:  
openhouse@aimhighstl.org or give us a 
call at 314-432-9500.

Aim High Open Houses



Aim High is all about our students—their 
success, their triumph and their reflec-
tions as they learn. The Reverend Samuel 
“Billy” Kyles brought his powerful story 
to the John Burroughs Campus earlier 
this year and Aim High Achievers on that 
campus were asked to reflect on his words 
during our April Saturday Session. But 
first, a bit about Reverend Kyles:

In February 1968, the Reverend 
Samuel “Billy” Kyles invited Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to Memphis to lead a 
march in support of the sanitation work-
ers strike. On April 3, 1968, Dr. King 
returned to Memphis for a second rally, 
where he gave his famous “Mountaintop” 
speech. King was assassinated the follow-
ing day, as he was preparing to go to Rev. 
Kyles’ home for dinner. Reverend Kyles 
and Reverend Ralph Abernathy were with 
Dr. King during his last hour of life.

Luminosity: Cruisin’ 2009, the fifth 
annual “city celebration,” revved up St. 
Louis on Saturday, April 18th at MOTO-
museum. Thanks to Steve Smith’s gener-
ous donation of the space, adjacent to his 
Triumph Grill in Midtown, guests enjoyed 
a fabulous evening of motorcycles, food 
and dancing. Steve even led a personal 
tour of the museum during the VIP Recep-
tion prior to the main event. Guests 
were treated to photos of themselves 
“riding” an Indian, with photos courtesy 
of Lily and Bruce Seymour and Good Eye 
Photoshare.

Luminosity was co-chaired by Audrey 
Feuerbacher, Julie Mathes and Patti 
Bowers, with the support of a brilliant 
event committee. The event raised over 
$62,000 that will support more than 
thirty Aim High achievers in 2009.

Luminosity was generously sup-
ported by the following individuals and 
organizations:

Luminary
ú	 The Albrecht Family Foundation
ú	 Murphy Company
ú	 Anita and John O’Connell

Student Perspectives: Inspired by a Leader

Benefactor
ú	 Commerce Bank
ú	 Mary Kaye and John Fort
ú	 Suzanne and Jim Johnson
ú	 Maritz
ú	 Merrill Lynch
ú	 Terry and Michael Mulligan
ú	 Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Rassieur III
ú	 Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Veraldi / Pedi-

atric Dental Associates

Sponsor
ú	 Brown Shoe Co.
ú	 Patti and Jeffrey Bowers
ú	 Patty and Bill Brasher
ú	 Laura and Robb Fraley
ú	 Andrea and Craig LaBarge
ú	 Beth and Phil Louis
ú	 Judy and Jerry Kent
ú	 Mary and Jim Moog
ú	 Dr. John and Maureen Niemeyer
ú	 Barb and Eric Tremayne

Additional in-kind donations were pro-
vided by Anheuser-Busch Companies, 
Nies/Artcraft Companies, Red Moun-
tain Advertising and Jay and Audrey 
Feuerbacher.

Event Raises $62,000 to 
Support Aim High Students

The pieces above are students’ responses to Rev. Kyles.

Dear Mr. Kyles,

My name is Roderick Reed and I am 
in the eighth grade. I’m writing you 
because Dr. King had dreams and I have 
dreams too. My dream is to be a chiro-
practor to help people when their bones 
are hurting. Mr. Kyles when I saw your 
speech it really moved me. It moved 
me, because when you said that your 
daughter had the lead role in a play and 
the director canceled it because she was 
black. That really made me think about 
how we are living today and how they 
were living back then. Mr. Kyles, it is 
a privilege to write you because you 
helped Dr. King and the civil rights 
movement. 

—Sincerely, Roderick Reed

I have a dream that one day our 
streets will be safer to walk on. 
We could go out at night and not 
think about being shot, robbed, 
or killed or something. We could 
have more community centers and 
safe places for children to go after 
school, or on weekends. I have a 
dream that one day there will be 
no more kids on the streets, more 
of them would go to school and 
be as good as they can be. More 
of our black children would go to 
school and do their best to make 
it to college. That’s my dream and 
one day, I know it will soon come 
true. 

—Desiree Taylor
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Aim High board members Mark Winker, Todd  
Nissenholtz, Terry Mulligan and Tom Ruwitch with 
executive director, Julie Angelica (center)

Audrey Feuerbacher and Julie Mathes, Luminosity 
co-chairs 
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Ashreale McDowell knows 
what it means to aim 
high. She’s a 2005 pro-
gram graduate, former 
magnet school talent (she 
attended both Carr Lane 
and Central Visual and 

Performing Arts schools), and current 
student at Webster University. She is 
about to begin her 4th year with the 
program as an Aim High teaching assis-
tant. Throughout her 7 years with the 
program, Ashreale has demonstrated 
the initiative, determination and self-
confidence that it takes to be successful 
for life. 

She counts her years at Aim High as 
key to defining and creating her path to 
success, “When I was a student at Aim 
High, I was taught that no goal was too 
big or hard to achieve. And at the time my 
goals were to do well in all of my classes in 
school, and by being in the program I had 
motivation to do so and I did.” And she 
did! Ashreale graduated from high school 
with a 3.8 GPA and was a member of the 
National Honor Society.

After graduating high school in 2008, 
she enrolled in Webster University as a 
dance major, “I want to become a profes-
sional dancer…(and) do Broadway shows. 
After I do those things I’m going to go 
back to school to get my masters in dance 
so I can maybe start my own dance com-
pany or open up my own dance studio.” 
Her previous work at the Muny is a great 
indicator of her future success!

Alumni Updates: 
Calling all Aim High 
Alumni and TAs

Robin Tramble attended Aim 
High, 1991–94 and was a TA, 
1995–97. She attended McKendree 
College, 1998–2000 and is 
currently attending Columbia 
College. Robin is an accounts 
receivable specialist.

Larishea Byrd will begin her senior 
year at Clyde C. Miller Career 
Academy in the fall. She attended 
Aim High, 2002–05.

Sarah Thibault attended Aim 
High, 1997–2000. She has a son 
named Aiden Lucius who was born 
September 12, 2008.

Maria Wilson is currently a vendor 
management liaison with Rose 
International. She attended Aim 
High, 1993–96.

We love to hear what  
our alumni and former  
TAs are doing now! 
Visit www.aimhighstl.org/
aimhighalumni/alumniupdate  
to send us an update. Or  
you can email us directly at  
alumni@aimhighstl.org. We’ll 
give you shout outs in our 
next newsletter! Also, look for 
information about upcoming 
events planned especially  
for you.

TA Spotlight

Ashreale McDowell
Asked what advice she would share 

with the current crew of Aim High achiev-
ers, she said, “Take full advantage of this 
program because it offers so much. I guar-
antee if you do your life will change for the 
better. That’s why I came back to become 
a TA because I didn’t want my journey at 
Aim High to be over just because I was 
entering high school”.

Aim High staff agree that Ashreale 
is a tremendously valuable team player. 
Assistant Site Director, Mylin John-
son had this to say, “Ashreale is a com-
mitted Aim High student and TA. You 
always find her smiling and interact-
ing with Aim High students, TAs and 
teachers.” John Merritt, Priory site 
director, confirms Ashreale’s positive 
impact on the students, “Ashreale is a 
wonderful role model for all students 
at Aim High. On the Priory campus she 
is often found working one on one with 
students, teaching dance moves to any 
that are interested, setting up snack or 
Physical Fun, or just chatting with a stu-
dent about being successful in life. Her 
positive energy and ‘can do’ attitude are 
reflections of the Aim High Core Values.” 

All of these outstanding qualities led 
to Ashreale’s being selected as one of two 
“TAs of the Week” at Priory during the 
first week of the 2009 summer program! 
This honor is decided by the faculty each 
week, based on the TA’s commitment, ini-
tiative and attitude, performance, integ-
rity and motivation. Ashreale continues 
to AIM HIGH on the staff at Priory!

Technology assists us in our 
never-ending quest to keep 
in touch with members of 
the Aim High family. We 
invite you to join the Aim 
High St. Louis groups at 
Linked In and Facebook. 

At its annual meeting in January, four 
new members were elected to three-year 
terms. Mary Bower, Project Manager with 
U.S. Bancorp Community Development 
Corporation, Barry Albrecht, English 
teacher at John Burroughs School and 
the new Aim high Program Committee 
Chair, Mary Kaye Fort, community 
volunteer and Stella Erondu, principal 

at Cole eMINTS Academy. Retiring 
board member, Ellen Sheffield Pace, was 
thanked for her service. Warren Colter, 
elected board president, announced his 
resignation following a family decision 
to relocate to the Dallas, TX, area. Pat 
Esserman accepted the role of Board 
President and David Molho moved into 
the Vice President seat.

Aim High Elects New Board Members
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Meet the Staff
New to AIM High

Karin McElwain-
West joined the 
staff in April as our 
new development 
director. She will 
be spearheading 
fundraising efforts 

to support our Aim High achievers. 
McElwain-West comes to Aim 
High with 20 years experience 
in nonprofit administration and 
fundraising, most recently with 
YWCA Metro St. Louis. “I am 
thrilled to be a part of Aim High! It 
is such an inspiring and successful 
program. I am really excited to share 
our successes with potential new 
donors!”

Our Assistant Site Directors

Kevin McKone, 
assistant site director 
and math department 
head for Aim High–
JBS, has worked with 
Aim High for over 
10 years. He helped 

begin the Priory site with Jerry 
Miller, a Priory teacher. McKone also 
teaches math at John Burroughs 
School where he just completed 
his 21st year. Kevin’s impassioned 
approach to education and the 
opportunities Aim High provides 
is contagious and exciting to be 
around.

Mylin Johnson 
has served as Aim 
High–Priory assistant 
site director for the 
past four years, as 
well as 6th grade 
math teacher since 

2001. Johnson has worked at John 
Burroughs School since 2000, 
where he served as a counselor for 
one year and academic support 
instructor for the past eight years. 
Johnson also coaches freshman 
football and assists with the JBS 
boys varsity basketball team. Mylin, 
sometimes known as “Smilin’ Mylin” 
among his JBS peers is known for 
his calm countenance and booming 
voice during the morning assembly 
at Priory.

Aim High is officially in its new home at 
9247 Clayton Road. Since January 15th, 
we have been comfortably residing in 
the office/apartment space above the 
four car garage of the “pink house.” The 
home is part of a property that John Bur-
roughs School acquired during its recent 
capital expansion project. The space at 
Burroughs will serve as the organiza-
tion’s headquarters with the offices of the 
executive director, the operations direc-
tor and the development director in one 
central location. Our mailing address will 
continue to be the same: 755 S. Price Rd. 
St. Louis, MO 63124 until further notice. 
We do have new phone and fax numbers: 
Phone  314-432-9500; Fax 314-432-9505

In addition, Aim High will con-
tinue to have a presence on the Priory 
campus in “the cottage,” thanks to their 

We’ve Moved! A New Home for Aim High
ongoing generosity. Of particular note, 
despite major construction on the Priory 
campus this summer, our partners there 
made their high school facilities avail-
able, allowing Aim High to continue this 
summer while construction took place in 
our regular program space. 

We have welcomed Aim High achievers 
to another summer of fun and learning. 
One of the key pieces in our preparations 
was an overnight training for our Teach-
ing Assistants (TAs). This year, through 
the generous support of Kurt Kallaus, 
we had the opportunity to hold this 
training at the YMCA’s Trout Lodge in 
Potosi, Missouri. This dynamic training 
opportunity was supported by TA par-
ents and several generous members of 
the business community, including The 
Meyer Company/TMC Homes and Hil-
boldt Curtainwall, Inc.

The TA training included leadership 
and team building courses, an orientation 
to the Aim High approach and method-
ology, as well as diversity training. The 
experience included bus transportation 
to and from Trout Lodge and all meals, as 

well as very comfortable overnight accom-
modations in the YMCA’s cabins. 

The goals of the training were to 
build a cohesive team of TAs, to prepare 
them for the teaching/work they will do 
to support the faculty, to instill leader-
ship competencies, and to offer diversity 
training to support positive and mean-
ingful interactions with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds than their own. With 
over 60 volunteer and senior level TAs in 
attendance, our 2009 training was the 
best we’ve offered yet. We share a tre-
mendous thanks with all our dedicated 
TA crew, staff and community supporters 
who made it such a success!

TAs Prepare for Aim High Achievers
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Donor Highlight
Without dedicated funding partners, 
Aim High St. Louis would not be 
able to impact young people. The 
Saigh Foundation has been a strong 
supporter of Aim High since 2004. 
The foundation was created by 
Fred M. Saigh, former Cardinals 
owner, attorney, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist. As executive 
director of the foundation, Fred 
Saigh’s partner, JoAnn Hejna 
carries on Mr. Saigh’s love of 
and commitment to the St. Louis 
community. The foundation keeps 
his generous spirit alive by giving 
grants to organizations that primarily 
support education and healthcare 
for children and youth. This year’s 
funding from the Saigh Foundation 
supports five Aim High achievers. 

Wish list
Now that we have a great 
new space, we have a 
growing “wish list” of items 
that will make our work 
much better. We’re looking 
for the following items:

	 Copier—for small 
business functioning

	 Hard drive with 100 G on 
a single drive

	 2 U or L shaped office 
desks with file drawers 
and a credenza

	 Steel drawer filing 
cabinets (36 in. or 
shorter)

	 Desktop projector and 
screen

	 Narrow tables/
workstations

	 Flat screen monitors 
(2–3)

	 Refrigerator with freezer 
(full size or smaller)

	 Sturdy storage shelves
	 8 conference table chairs
	 2 small conference tables 

(4–6 seater)
	 2 small upholstered 

reception area chairs
	 1 floor lamp with table
	 Water cooler and service
	 Flip chart easel and dry 

erase board

Scholar Society— 
Leader: $10,000+
Doug and Anne Albrecht
Anheuser-Busch Companies
Emerson Charitable Trust
Employee’s Community Fund of 

The Boeing Company
E. Reuben And Gladys Flora 

Grant Charitable Trust
John Burroughs School
Jim and Suzanne Johnson
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

Foundation
Mary Ann Lee
Maurice Meslans
Mike and Terry Mulligan
Jim and Mimi Murphy
John and Anita O’Connell
Herman T. and Phenie R. Pott 

Foundation
Joseph H. And Florence A. 

Roblee Foundation
Saigh Foundation
Social Venture Partners
Norman J. Stupp Foundation
The Trio Foundation of St. Louis
The De Witt And Caroline Van 

Evera Foundation

Scholar Society—
Principal: $5,000 - $9,999
William and Judith Becker
Irl and Sue Engelhardt
Steve and Linda Finerty
Robert and Laura Fraley
LaBarge, Inc.
Steve and Jeanne Maritz
Scott and Peggy Miller
Jim and Mary Moog
J. Gerard and Sarah Mudd
Opus Foundation
Philpott Family Foundation
Ben and Lynn Rassieur
RubinBrown
Tom and Melissa Ruwitch
Saint Louis Abbey / Saint Louis 

Priory School
Sign Of The Arrow / Pi Beta Phi
St. Louis Book Fair (Book Fair 

Effertz)
Saint Louis Philanthropic 

Organization, Inc.

Scholar Society—
Teacher: $2,500–$4,999
Armstrong Teasdale, LLP
Brown Shoe Company
Commerce Bank
Pat and Joan Esserman
Gallop, Johnson &  

Neuman, L.C.
Phil and Beth Louis
Maritz
John and Susan Murray
Lee and Carol Placio
Cardinals Care

Scholar Society:  
$1,500–$2,499
Thomas and Cindy Bottini
Philip and Candy Cady
David and Lelia Farr
Skip and Karen Grossman
Mark and Jane Harrington
Bill and Cindy McGowan
Steven and Gwen Mizell
Eugene and Jane O’Neill
Gordon and Susie Philpott
Saint Louis Service Bureau
Suburban Journals Old 

Newsboys Fund
Frank and Carol Trotter
Grant and Michelle Williams

Role Model: $500–$1,499
Anonymous Donors
Barry and Barbara Beracha
Jim and Cathy Berges
Bland Family Foundation
Bill and Patty Brasher
Jay and Victoria Brenner
Jay and Cindy Brown
John and Jeannie Champer
Coin Acceptors Inc.–Jack Thomas
Herbert and Karen Condie
Jeffrey Cook
Don Danforth
Larry and Judy Deutsch
D.J. and Nancy Diemer
Jay and Audrey Feuerbacher
Thomas Green
Hager Companies
Heart Of Oak Foundation
Frank and Mary Hellwig
Jean Hobler
Sam Hutchinson and Laurna Godwin
Mrs. James L. Johnson, Jr.
Wes Jones and Nancy Ylvisaker
Paul Keller and Mary Gaertner
Mr. and Mrs. Newell Knight
Mrs. C.W. Lane
Ned and Sally Lemkemeier
John and Kathleen MacDonough
Marcone Appliance Parts Center–

Jim Souers
Mitch and Karen Margo
Phyllis Maritz
James and Pat McAtee
Gerald and Karen McClure
Peter and Debi Miller
Birch and Catherine Mullins
Mike and Tish Murphy
David and Cathy Naunheim
John and Maureen Niemeyer
Pershing Charitable Trust
Frank and Mary Rassieur
Tom Reedy
Regional Business Council
Matthias and Linda Renner
Jerry and Peggy Ritter
Rolling to Victory (Phoenix O.P. 37)
Ann Ruwitch

Thank you to our supporters!
Aim High St. Louis Donors January 1–December 31, 2008



Get more bang for 
your buck with YOP 
tax credits!
Aim High St. Louis has been 
approved for Missouri State tax 
credits through the Missouri 
State Department of Economic 
Development’s Youth Opportunities 
Program (YOP). The state offers 
these tax credits to encourage 
taxpayers to contribute to 
approved youth-oriented nonprofit 
organizations.

The program allows Aim High 
donors to receive a tax credit 
voucher valued at 50% of the 
amount of their donation. Tax 
vouchers are taken off of the 
donor’s Missouri State tax liability, 
reducing the amount owed to the 
state. Use of a state tax credit does 
not affect the donor’s charitable 
deduction eligibility on their state 
or federal taxes. 

For more information, please 
visit www.missouridevelopment.
org, click “BCS Programs” and then 
scroll down until you reach “Youth 
Opportunity Programs” or consult 
your accountant to determine your 
individual tax savings.

If you have given to Aim High in 
the past year and have not applied 
for tax credits, you are eligible to 
use them now!

Donations to Aim High utilizing 
the YOP tax credit program 
directly benefit Aim High students. 
For information about making a 
contribution to Aim High, contact 
Julie Angelica, executive director, or 
Karin McElwain‑West, development 
director, at 314.432.9500,  
jangelica@aimhighstl.org or 
kmwest@aimhighstl.org.

YOP EXAMPLE:  
CASH GIFT OF $1,000*

Cash gift ($1,000)

YOP tax credit $500

MO state tax deduction $60

Federal tax deduction $350

Lower state tax adjustment 
on federal tax liability

($196)

TOTAL OUT-OF-POCKET  
for $1,000 gift

$286

* 	 Assumes: 35% federal tax bracket, 6% state tax 
bracket, and MO residency

** 	 Assumes cost basis is $0
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Sage Properties–Gerard Mudd
Todd and Julie Schnuck
John and Mary Straub
Tim and Nancy Tegeler
George and Joan Thomas
James Tobin and Virginia Heagney
Eric and Barb Tremayne
David and Stephanie Truetzel
Mark Wilkins

Mentor: $250–$499
Rick and Isabel Brandt
David Brown and Chery Green
Steve and Judi Coleman
John and Yvette Dubinsky
Rankine and Carie Forrester
Jeff and Lotta Fox
Norman and Susan Gilbert
Steve Goldstein and Laura Staley
Robert and Lynne Horsfield
David and Dotty Kemper
Kranson Industries/TricorBraun– 

Ken Kranzberg
Jeff and Julie Leonard
Paul and Betsy Liberatore
Larry and Mary Linkul
Theodore and Joyce MacDonald
William and Barbi Macon
Jim and Michele Maritz
Joe and Lesli Mash
Mississippi Lime Company
David and Sally Molho
Harry and Carol Moppins
David and Annalee Nissenholtz
Steve and Susan O’Hara Fund
George Pace and Ellen Sheffield 

Pace
Doug and Sharyl Parashak
Paul and Judy Putzel
Harold and Erika Rieser
Beauton Roberts
Keith Shahan
Joe and Caroline Sheehan
Allan and Lisa Silverberg
Allen and MaryBeth Soffer
Greg and Pam Trapp
Tom and Tina Veraldi
Robert and Julie Wallace
Kelvin Westbrook and Valerie Bell
Scott and Susan Westfall
Cheryl Whalen
Rick and Lana Wright

Tutor: $100–$249
Andrew and Katie Abbott
Amy Peck Abraham
William Argetsinger
Lee and Julie Bearman
Morton Bearman
Don Bellon
Nancy Berg
Bill and Maureen Bishop
Sam and Lisa Blumoff
Nya Kwai Boayue and Ann Wesley
James and Caroline Boldt
Alan and Carol Bornstein
John and Sarah Bottini
Timothy and Marianne Brady
John and Cam Brauch
Richard and Kathy Bucholz

Mark and Debbie Buettner
Scott and Lindsay Bush
Mrs. Earceil Canaan
David and Chris Chadwick
Will and Marty Chapman
Phyllis Cherrick
Customer One Financial Network
Michael Dee and Inda Schaenen
Rao Devineni and Vijaya Kumari
Haliday Douglas
Gilbert and Caroline Early
Anne Johnson East
Mrs. Albernice Fagen
Mark Ferris and Diana Gray
Richard Fleming and Sarah Smith
Greg and Merle Fox
Gregg and Alyson Garland
Joseph and Louise Gazzoli
Leigh Gerard
Warren and Lynn Grace
Peter and Tong Guo
Jack and Becky Hood
James Hu and Deborah Siegele
Jon and Sarah Igoe
Ray and Karen Kalinowski
David and Barbara Kantrovitz
Bob Keefe and Ann Lemp
Larry P. King and Jeanne Kirkton
Richard and Lisa Kraner
Joe and Paula Lampen
Mark J. Lincoln Charitable 

Foundation
Christopher Lingle
Logistics Management Solutions 
Brian Lorenz
Mike and Susan Maddux
Neil and Nancy McDonald
John and Marge Merjavy
John and Laura Meyer
William Meyer
Julie Moon
Janice Mosby
Byron Moser and Janet Eto
Pat and Carol Murphy
Todd and Melissa Nissenholtz
Thomas and Mary Ott
Geoff and Sarah Partlow
Milford and Nancy Peabody
Pfizer Foundation Matching 

Gifts Program
Tim and Liz Philpott
Dan Plax and Allison Oswald
Richard and Susan Rames
Clark and Anne Reed
Elizabeth Ruwitch
Dave and Nancy Sauerhoff
Bruce and Lily Seymour
Victoria Sheehan
Bill and Glenn Sheffield
David and Susan Sherman
Steven and Michelle Trulaske
Bert and Phyllis Trulock
Randy and Elisa Wang
Ron and Paula Wepprich
Steven and Lori Willibrand
Bud and Susie Wilson
Mark and Kate Winker
Mike and Sarah Wolff
Steve and Carolynn Wolff
Andrew and Jean Zinsmeyer

Memorials and Tributes

In Honor of Andrew Abbott
Peter and Tong Guo

In Honor of Michael Carney
Bob and Cathy Carney

In Honor of Pat Esserman
Pete and Ann Ruger

In Honor of Jay Feuerbacher
John and Ann Brightman

In Honor of Perle Latin
Oliver and Emily Roman

In Honor of Beth Louis
Anonymous Donor
Bill and Patty Brasher
Scott and Lindsay Bush
David and Chris Chadwick
Gilbert and Judy Grand
Frank Jr. and Mary Hellwig
Jack and Rebecca Hood
Richard and Lisa Kraner
Steve and Vicki LeResche
Philip Louis
John and Anita O’Connell
Gordon and Susie Philpott
Victoria Sheehan
George and Joan Thomas
William and Kathy Thomas
David and Stephanie Truetzel
Paul and Elaine Wentzien

In Honor of Jeanne Maritz
Paul and Georgia Martin
John and Sally Van Doren

In Honor of David Molho
Kurt and Patty Held

In Honor of Teresa Moore
Dave and Nancy Sauerhoff

In Honor of Gerard Mudd
John and Mary Straub

In Honor of Daniel Noyes
Barrett S. Erker

In Honor of 2nd Lieutenant 
Jospeph B. Rieser USMC
Harold and Erika Rieser

In Honor of the Tom Ruwitch 
Family, the Mike Ruwitch Family 
and the Jason Langer Family
Steve and Jane Mitchell

Thank you to our supporters!



Aim High and John Burroughs School 
(JBS) have passed torches this year as 
they’ve bid fond farewells to long-time 
leaders. Beth Louis retired in January 
after 16 years at Aim High, including 
the last five as executive director. Keith 
Shahan, Burrough’s headmaster since 
1985, retired in June. Aim High would 
not be where it is today without Louis’ 
and Shahan’s dedication and commit-
ment to the program. 

As headmaster, Shahan signed off on a 
plan that Burroughs history teacher, Ellen 
Moceri, hatched to establish Aim High on 
the JBS campus. Shahan, Moceri and Eng-
lish teacher, Rick Sandler, co-founded the 
program in 1991, with Shahan becoming 
the organization’s first board president. 
Since that time, Shahan has been a tire-
less supporter of the program, sharing 
the Burroughs campus with Aim High 
each year, providing financial support, 
and encouraging students and faculty to 
participate.

In April, Aim High honored Shahan 
and his wife, Marcia, at the Luminosity 
fundraiser. Also this spring, the Aim High 
Board announced the creation of the Keith 

Shahan Award which will be given annu-
ally to an individual or organization who, 
like Shahan, has contributed in extraordi-
nary ways to the program. 

The Shahans are moving to Chi-
cago, where he will run the Indepen-
dent Schools Association of the Central 
States (ISACS). Andy Abbott, a Burroughs 
administrator who has served for the last 
several years on the Aim High board, will 
succeed him as JBS headmaster.

Beth Louis joined Aim High in 1991 
as the program’s first development direc-
tor. Then in 1999, she became manag-
ing director, having become much more 
involved in all facets of the program. By 
then, Ellen Moceri had moved from St. 
Louis, and Rick Sandler was focusing on 
managing Aim High’s academic program. 
Louis focused on fundraising and opera-
tions. In 2003, Sandler retired from Aim 
High and the board tapped Louis as exec-
utive director, a position she held until 
January when she passed the torch to 
Julie Angelica. 

In 16 years at Aim High, Louis over-
saw the program’s growth from 50 to 
more than 300 students, expansion 

from Burroughs to a second campus at 
Saint Louis Priory School, and countless 
changes and improvements in the pro-
gram’s administration and operations. 

In January, Aim High honored Louis at 
a farewell party and announced the estab-
lishment of the Beth Louis Annual Essay 
Competition in her honor. The board’s 
announcement of the contest states, “In 
recognition for the years of leadership 
that she has provided to Aim High St. 
Louis, and of the positive influence that 
she has been on the young women and 
young men who have participated in the 
program.”

Retirement does not mean Louis will 
slow down. She plans to be an active com-
munity volunteer, volunteering for Aim 
High and other programs that help young 
people. She’ll also be busy helping to plan 
the May wedding of her oldest daughter, 
Jane. Another daughter Rickey gradu-
ated this year from Washington Univer-
sity where she is now working. And her 
youngest daughter Mary, a University 
of Wisconsin undergrad, worked this 
summer at Aim High. 

Reflecting on 16 years at Aim High, 
Louis said, “It was an absolutely incred-
ible experience that brought me great 
joy and insight into our community. The 
students, the faculty, and staff all worked 
so hard and proved how much you can 
accomplish with hard work. I’m really 
proud of our success.” 

Ever humble, she added, “I love Aim 
High. I got way more than I gave. It was 
just a phenomenal, exciting, enriching 
experience.” 

755 S. Price Road
St. Louis, MO 63124

Aim High and JBS  
Say Goodbye to

Beth Louis and 

Keith Shahan

We are going green! If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically, go to our website and 
sign up for our email newsletter. You can also learn more about our programs and 
support Aim High with an online donation. Visit www.aimhighstl.org.

IN THIS ISSUE: Check our list of generous donors (plus our wish list) Pages 6 –7

» Haliday Douglas, Keith Shahan, Pat Esserman 
and Beth Louis at Luminosity (see page 3)
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